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“To all who mourn and need comfort,
to all who are tired and need rest,
to all who are lonely and need companionship,
to all who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will,
this church opens wide its doors.”



“United By Love”

August 20, 2023
Genesis 45:1-15; Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Psalm 133 (UMH 850); Matthew 15:(10-20) 21-28
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Prelude “There is a Balm in Gilead”

“There is a Balm in Gilead” Contributors: Carl Haywood. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP. Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or
stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.

Welcome & Announcements
Good Morning! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. | welcome you to our
time of worship today. | welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as those
worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we
continue offering in person and online worship.

We are tracking our attendance, so thank you in advance to all who will let us know that you have
watched or read our service this morning. Please email our Administrative Assistant at
tappmethodist@gmail.com, with your attendance information.

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!!

* Opening Hymn “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” V. 1-4 UMH #154

1. All hail the power of Jesus’ name! Let angels 2 ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, ye
prostrate fall; bring forth the royal diadem,
and crown him Lord of all. Bring forth the

ransomed from the fall, hail him who saves
you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all.

royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all. Hail him who saves you by his grace, and
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him crown him Lord of all.
Lord of all.

3. Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget the 4. Let every kindred, every tribe on this
wormwood and the gall, go spread your terrestrial ball, to him all majesty ascribe,
trophies at his feet, and crown him Lord of and crown him Lord of all. To him all

all. Go spread your trophies at his feet, and
crown him Lord of all.

majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all.

* Call to Worship:
Every sense is bombarded daily with the sound of hurtful words and the touch of polluted air and
water.
God’s Spirit cleanses us with every breath we take as we breathe out our praise.
Every sense is bombarded daily, with the taste of food that does not satisfy and the whiff of
corruption.
God’s Spirit cleanses us with every breath we take as we breathe out our praise.
Every sense is bombarded daily with sights that disturb and distract.



God’s Spirit cleanses us with every breath we take as we breathe out our praise.

Let us praise our maker while we have breath.
Call to Worship from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2023, pp. 156. © 2022 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.

* Opening Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Eternal God, part the veil that blinds us to our unity. When our families hurt and betray us, help us
find ways to let go of our pain and work for the healing of all people. When we feel abandoned by
those we love, help us trust in the power of forgiveness and seek to bring peace and reconciliation.
When our hearts are pierced with anguish, help us reach out to those who can bring us solace and
find in the search, grace upon grace,

Opening Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2023, pg. 157. Copyright © 2022 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.

Prayer of Confession
God of grace, you invite us to draw near and embrace the circle of your love. We come in
anguish at our broken relationships— our alienation from one another, our resistance to
reconciliation, our readiness to be the blind following the blind, and our readiness to give up
when persistence is called for. Gather us in, and make a place to heal our anguish, ease our
alienation, and end our resistance. Ready us for reconciliation, forbearance, and persistence.

Turn our gaze to the one who calls our name.
Prayer of Confession from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2023, pp. 157. Copyright © 2022 by Abingdon Press. Used by
permission.

The Declaration of Pardon
Hear the good news:
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
That proves God’s love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you!

Children’s Time

Scriptures Genesis 45:1-15 pg. 42

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out,
‘Send everyone away from me.’ So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to
his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh
heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?’ But his brothers could
not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.



Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Come closer to me.’ And they came closer. He said, ‘I am your
brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine
has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither
ploughing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to
keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me
a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go
up to my father and say to him, “Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt;
come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me,
you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all
that you have. | will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so
that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.” And now your eyes
and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell
my father how greatly | am honoured in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my
father down here.’ Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept
upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers
talked with him.

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 pg. 160-161
| ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! | myself am an Israelite, a descendant of
Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.
Do you not know what the scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel?

for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but
have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in
order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned

all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.
Genesis 29:15-28; Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

* Psalter Psalm 133 UMH #850

1 Behold, how good and pleasnt it is
when we live together in unity!
2t is like the precious oil upon the head,
running down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron,
running down on the collar of his robes!
31t is like the dew of Hermon
which falls on the mountains of Zion!
For there the Lord has commanded the blessing,
life for evermore.

* The Gloria Patri



Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

* Gospel Matthew 15: (10-20) 21-28 pg. 17

Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, ‘Listen and understand.: it is not what goes into the
mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples
approached and said to him, ‘Do you know that the Pharisees took offence when they heard what you
said?’ He answered, ‘Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.’
But Peter said to him, ‘Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, ‘Are you also still without
understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into
the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of
the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what
defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.’

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from
that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
tormented by a demon.’ But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying,
‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, ‘[ was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair
to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs
that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done

for you as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly.
Matthew 15(10-20) 21-28 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Prayer before the Sermon
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in thy sight, O God our
rock and our redeemer. Amen.

The Sermon “United By Love” Rev. Rebecca L. Minor

* Hymn of Response “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” UMH #452
1. My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of
Calvary, Savior divine! Now hear me while |
pray, take all my guilt away, O let me from
this day be wholly thine!

2. May thy rich grace impart strength to my
fainting heart, my zeal inspire! As thou hast
died for me, O may my love to thee pure,
warm, and changeless, be a living fire!

3. While life’s dark maze | tread, and griefsa 4
round me spread, be thou my guide; bid
darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow’s tears
away, nor let me ever stray from thee aside.

. When ends life’s transient dream, when
death’s cold, sullen stream shall o’er me
roll; blest Savior, then in love, fear and
distrust remove; O bear me safe above, a
ransomed soul!



*Affirmation of Faith UMH # 883

We are not alone, we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God:
We are called to be the church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.

Thanks be to God. Amen.
A Statement of Faith of the United Church of Canada, United Methodist Hymnal, no. 883, by permission of The United
Church of Canada. Copyright © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission.

Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns

We want to continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic, and for all those
impacted by: war — especially the people of Ukraine and Russia; natural disasters; gun violence;
and other catastrophic events. Remember those who have been in the hospital for treatments and
surgeries, as well as for COVID 19. Remember those who are isolated with no one to interact with.
Please continue to pray for: your prayer partners; our homebound folks; those in nursing,
rehabilitative, and assisted living facilities; as well as for those on the front lines. Please let us know
of other prayer concerns and needs.

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.



The Offering “Local Food Pantry” Special Offering
Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings current so that the ministries of our church can
continue. You may mail them to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, use the E-Giving link
available on our website www.tappahannockmethodist.org, or download our mobile e-giving app
identified on the last page of today’s bulletin. Thank you for your continued support!

The Offertory “Blessed Assurance”

“Blessed Assurance” Contributors: Roger Bennett. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP. Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream
the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.

* Doxology UMH #95
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Closing Hymn “My Hope Is Built” UMH #368

1. My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ 2 \when darkness veils his lovely face, I rest
blood and righteousness. | dare not trust the  gn his unchanging grace. In every high and
sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ stormy gale, my anchor holds within the
name. R veil. R

3. His oath, his covenant, his blood support me 4 \when he shall come with trumpet sound, O
in the whelming flood. When all around my may | then in him be found! Dressed in his

soul gives way, he then is all my hope an righteousness alone, faultless to stand before
stay. R the throne! R
Refrain

On Christ the solid rock | stand, all other
ground is sinking sand; all other ground is
sinking sand.

* Benediction
* Postlude “Crown Him With Many Crowns”

“Crown Him With Many Crowns” Contributors: James Koerts. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP. Permission to reprint, podcast, and
/ or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.
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Thank you for joining us in worship!


about:blank

PRAYER LIST
Bill Black, Eddie Bliss, Royce Burrus, Roxanne Griffith, Bertie Harding, Susie Hardwick, Maurice
Hawa, Madeline Hawkins, Bill Hendricks, Lauma Hill, The Family of Josh Hodges, Cindy Huber,
Carolyn Lewis, Bill Loser, Ray Massie, Dakota Minor, Yvonne Minor, Josiah Parker, Nate Parker, Mary
Lou Simpson, and Betty Whitten. Inclusion & equality for the LGBTQ family & friends. All affected by
critical weather and violence, everyone who struggles with drug addiction and alcoholism, those in peril,
all missing persons, those who serve in the Armed Forces, students and educators, the people of Ukraine,
Russia, and Europe during this time of war, everyone around the world as we fight the spread of COVID-
19, and the UMC during the separation and as the church moves forward.

MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS: SSGT Jonathan Simpson. Ethan Minor at Navy bootcamp.
PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS
Lee Black, Barbara Brooks, Jim Climaldi, Jean Edwards, Cecile Farmer,
Don and Carol Nicholas, Edna Parrish, Eleanor Rehm, and Jean Rhines.
* Please contact the office for the phone number or address for these members of our church family

SERVICE AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesday: 10:30 AM Wednesday Morning Group
Thursday: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM VCU On-Site Mobile Health & Wellness
Sunday, August 27th: 10:00 AM 13t Sunday after Pentecost Worship Service

All meetings are offered in-person and via Zoom unless stated otherwise.
We seek to be the Disciples of Christ, welcoming all as we nurture
and support one another through service and outreach.
Our facility is handicap accessible.
Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca L. Minor, Cell Phone: (757) 870-8265
Music Director: Kelly Wright; Pianist: Beth Harvey
Church: 804-443-2278 / Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com
Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue - Thu: 9am —2 pm



