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“To all who mourn and need comfort,  

to all who are tired and need rest,  

to all who are lonely and need companionship,  
to all who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will,  

this church opens wide its doors.”  



 

 

 

Tappahannock Memorial UMC 
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

“The Goodness Of God” 
Jeremiah 2:4-13; Hebrews 13:18-29; Luke 14:1, 7-14 

<>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <><   
Prelude        “Morning Has Broken” 

“Morning Has Broken” Contributors:Lloyd Larson. ©2019 Agape a div. Of Hope Publishing Company. Permission to reprint, podcast, 

and /or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved. 

Welcome & Announcements   
Good Morning! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I welcome you to our  
time of worship today. I welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as those  
worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we  
continue offering in person and online worship.   

We are tracking our attendance, so thank you in advance to all who will let us know that you  
have watched or read our service this morning. Please email our Administrative Assistant at  
tappmethodist@gmail.com, with your attendance information.   

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!!   

* Opening Hymn               “Blest Be The Tie That Binds”              UMH #557 

1. Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;  

the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 

2. Before our Father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers;  

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. 

3. We share each other’s woes, our mutual burdens bear;  

and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear. 

4. When we asunder part, it gives us inward pain;  

but we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again. 

* Call To Worship  

Sing in exaltation, people of God. 

 The Lord fills us with good things. 

Shout for joy, children of the Holy One. 

 God feeds us with finest wheat. 

God satisfies us with the sweetest honey. 

 The Lord sustains us with living water. 
Call to Worship from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2025, pg. 199. ©2024 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission. 

* Opening Prayer 

Help us show hospitality to strangers, Merciful One, 

 for many have entertained angels unaware 

  while doing so. 

Move us to treat one another 

 as we would have others treat us, 

  lest we find ourselves tortured or imprisoned 



 

 

 

   with no one to come to our aid. 

May we always seek to do good 

 and share from our abundance, 

  for these things are pleasing in your sight. 

In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 
Opening Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2025, pg. 199. ©2024 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission. 

Prayer of Yearning 

Long-suffering One, we long to return to you 

 with love and gratitude in our hearts. 

We yearn for food that satisfies, 

 the bread of life you offer without cost. 

Refresh us from your living waters, 

 as we stare into the cracked cisterns 

  and the dry riverbeds of our petty complaints. 

Stand by us, Holy One, 

 lest we forsake your glory in vain pursuits 

  that neither profit us nor bring us joy. Amen. 
Prayer of Yearning from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2025, pg. 199. ©2024 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission. 

The Declaration of Pardon   

Hear the good news:   

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;   

That proves God’s love toward us.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!   

Glory to God. Amen. 

Passing of the Peace   

The peace of Christ be with you.   

And also with you.  

Children’s Time                           Pastor Becca 

Scripture             Jeremiah 2:4-13      pg. 699 
4 Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel. 5 Thus says the 

LORD: What wrong did your ancestors find in me that they went far from me and went after worthless 

things and became worthless themselves? 6 They did not say, “Where is the LORD, who brought us up from 

the land of Egypt, who led us in the wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a land of drought and deep 

darkness, in a land that no one passes through, where no one lives?” 7  brought you into a plentiful land to 

eat its fruits and its good things. But when you entered you defiled my land and made my heritage an 

abomination. 8 The priests did not say, “Where is the LORD?” Those who handle the law did not know me; 

the rulers transgressed against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal and went after things that do not 

profit. 9 Therefore once more I accuse you, says the LORD, and I accuse your children’s children. 10 Cross 

to the coasts of Cyprus and look; send to Kedar and examine with care; see if there has ever been such a 

thing. 11  Has a nation changed its gods,even though they are no gods? But my people have changed their 



 

 

 

glory for something that does not profit. 12  Be appalled, O heavens, at this;be shocked; be utterly desolate, 

says the LORD, 13 for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living 

water, and dug out cisterns for themselves, cracked cisterns that can hold no water. 

Scripture                  Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16                     pg. 227 
1 Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some 

have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in 

prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. 4 Let 

marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge the 

sexually immoral and adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what 

you have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 6 So we can say with 

confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” 7 Remember your 

leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate 

their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

15 Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 

confess his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 

pleasing to God. 
Jeremiah 2:4-13 & Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  

The Word of God for the people of God.   

Thanks be to God.   

Anthem                           Gospel Choir Sing-A-Long 

Standing In The Need Of Prayer, Down By The Riverside, I Saw The Light,  

Since Jesus Came Into My Heart, This Little Light Of Mine, Swing Low, Sweet Chariot, I’ll Fly Away 
“Down By The Riverside” Contributors:Robert W Thygerson. ©1976 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation 

(Admin by Music Services). Permission to reprint, podcast, and /or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 

license #A-737731. All rights reserved. 

“I Saw The Light” Contributors:African American Spiritual, Rene Boyer. ©2011 by Hal Leonard Corporation. Permission to reprint, 

podcast, and /or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved. 

“Since Jesus Came Into My Heart” Contributors:Lyndel Littleton. ©2004 Broadman Press (SESAC) (Admin by Lifeway Worship ℅ Music 

Services, www.musicservices.org). Permission to reprint, podcast, and /or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 

with license #A-737731. All rights reserved. 

“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” Contributors:Traditional Spiritual. ©African-American Spiritual; arr. Bill Thomas. Arr © 1995, Chalice 

Press. Permission to reprint, podcast, and /or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All 

rights reserved. 

“I’ll Fly Away” Contributors:Alfred Brumley. Permission to reprint, podcast, and /or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved. 

* Psalter      Psalm 81:1-10                UMH #803  

Sing aloud to God our strength; 

 shout for joy to the God of Jacob! 

Raise a song, sound the tambourine, 

 the sweet lyre with the harp. 

Blow the trumpet at the new moon, 

 at the full moon, on our feast day. 



 

 

 

For it is a statute for Israel, 

 an ordinance of the God of Jacob, 

who made it a decree in Joseph, 

 when God went out over the land of Egypt. 

I hear a voice I do not know; 

“I relieved your shoulder of the burden; 

 your hands were freed from the basket. 

In distress you called, and I delivered you; 

 I answered you in the secret place of thunder; 

 I tested you at the waters of Meribeh. 

Hear, O my people, while I admonish you! 

 O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 

There shall be no strange god among you; 

 you shall not bow down to a foreign god. 

I am the Lord your God, 

 who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. 

 Open wide your mouth, and I will fill it.” 

* The Gloria Patri                    UMH #70 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 

* The Gospel               Luke 14: 1, 7-14                  pg. 77 
1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the 

Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8 “When you are 

invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more 

distinguished than you has been invited by your host, 9 and the host who invited both of you may come and 

say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10 

But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say 

to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with 

you. 11 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 12 

He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your 

friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in 

return, and you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 

and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the 

resurrection of the righteous.” 
Luke 14:1, 7-14 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 

America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.   

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, Lord Christ.  



 

 

 

Prayer before the Sermon  
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts  

be acceptable in thy sight, O God our rock and our redeemer. Amen.   

The Sermon                    “The Goodness Of God”                Rev. Rebecca L. Minor 

* Hymn of Response               “How Can We Name A Love”                        UMH #111 

1. How can we name a Love that wakens heart and mind,  

 in dwelling all we know or think or do or seek or find?  

 Within our daily world, in every human face,  

 Love’s echoes sound and God is found, hid in the commonplace. 

2. If we awoke to life built on a rock of care  

 that asked no great reward but firm, assured, was simply there,  

 we can, with parents’ names, describe, and thus adore,  

 Love unconfined, a father kind, a mother strong and sure. 

3. When people share a task, and strength and skills unite  

 in projects old or new, to make or do with shared delight,  

 our Friend and Partner’s will is better understood,  

 that all should share, create, and care, and know that life is good. 

4. So in a hundred names, each day we all can meet  

 a presence, sensed and shown at work, at home, or in the street.  

 Yet every name we see, shines in a brighter sun:  

 In Christ alone is Love full grown and life and hope begun.  
“How Can We Name A Love”Authors: Brian Arthur Wren. ©1975 Hope Publishing Company. CCLI Song #3456385. CCLI License 

#2350408. 

* Affirmation of Faith          World Methodist Social Affirmation                            UMH # 886 

We believe in God, creator of the world and of all people; 

  and in Jesus Christ, incarnate among us, 

  who died and rose again; 

  and in the Holy Spirit, 

  present with us to guide, strengthen, and comfort. 

 We believe; 

 God, help our unbelief. 

We rejoice in every sign of God's Kingdom; 

      in the upholding of human dignity and community; 

      in every expression of love, justice and reconciliation; 

      in each act of self-giving on behalf of others; 

      in the abundance of God's gifts 

  entrusted to us that all may have enough; 

 in all responsible use of the earth's resources. 

 Glory be to God on high; 

 and on earth, peace . 

We confess our sin, individual and collective, 



 

 

 

  by silence or action: 

  through the violation of human dignity 

   based on race, class, age, sex, nation, or faith; 

   through the exploitation of people 

    because of greed and indifference 

   through the misuse of power 

    in personal, communal, national, and international life; 

   through the search for security 

    by those military and economic forces 

    that threaten human existence; 

   through the abuse of technology 

    which endangers the earth and all life upon it. 

 Lord, have mercy; 

 Christ, have mercy; 

 Lord, have mercy . 

We commit ourselves individually and as a community 

       to the way of Christ: 

   to take up the cross; 

   to seek abundant life for all humanity; 

   to struggle for peace with justice and freedom; 

   to risk ourselves in faith, hope, and love, 

   praying that God's kingdom may come. 

Thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. 

Amen. 
World Methodist Social Affirmation, United Methodist Hymnal, no. 886. Copyright © 1986 World Methodist Council, Lake Junaluska, 

North Carolina. Used by permission. 

Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns  

We want to continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic, and for all those 
impacted by: war – especially the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel and Palestine; natural disasters; gun 
violence;  and other catastrophic events. Remember those who have been in the hospital for treatments 
and surgeries, as well as for COVID 19. Remember those who are isolated with no one to interact with.  
Please continue to pray for: your prayer partners; our homebound folks; those in nursing, rehabilitative, 
and assisted living facilities; as well as for those on the front lines. I would once again ask that we pray for 
those who have chosen to keep their illnesses between themselves and God.While we respect their 
privacy, they still need our collective prayers.   

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer            UMH #895 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 



 

 

 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever. Amen. 

The Offering                                 

Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings current so that the ministries of our church can  continue. 
You may mail them to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, use the E-Giving link  available on our 
website www.tappahannockmethodist.org, or download our mobile e-giving app  identified on the last page 
of today’s bulletin. Thank you for your continued support!  

The Offertory                  “Goodness Of God”    Rockfish Band 
“Goodness Of God”Authors: Ben Fielding, Brian Johnson, Ed Cash, Jason Ingram, Jenn Johnson. ©2018 Capitol CMG Paragon 

(Admin by Capitol CMG Publishing) Fellow Ships Music (Admin by Essential Music Publishing, LLC) So Essential Tunes (Admin 

by Essential Music Publishing LLC) SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia (Admin by HIllsong Publishing, LLC) Bethel  Music 

Publishing. CCLI Song #7117726. CCLI License #2350408. 

* Doxology                                                                                                                                       UMH #95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  praise him above, ye 
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

* Closing Hymn                                 “How Great Thou Art”                                  UMH #77 

1. O Lord my God! when I in awesome wonder  

  consider all the worlds thy hands have made,  

  I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,  

  thy power throughout the universe displayed.  

  Then sings my soul, my savior God to thee;  

  how great thou art, how great thou art!  

  Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee;  

  how great thou art, how great thou art! 

2. When through the woods and forest glades I wander,  

  and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;  

  when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur  

  and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze;  

  Then sings my soul, my savior God to thee;  

  how great thou art, how great thou art!  

  Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee;  

  how great thou art, how great thou art! 

3. And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,  

  sent him to die, I scarce can take it in;  

  that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,  

  he bled and died to take away my sin;  

  Then sings my soul, my savior God to thee;  

  how great thou art, how great thou art!  

  Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee;  

  how great thou art, how great thou art! 



 

 

 

4. When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation  

  and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart.  

  Then I shall bow in humble adoration,  

  and there proclaim, my God, how great thou art!  

  Then sings my soul, my savior God to thee;  

  how great thou art, how great thou art!  

  Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee;  

  how great thou art, how great thou art! 
“How Great Thou Art”Authors: Stuart Wesley Keen Hine. ©1949 and 1953 Stuart Hine Trust CIO Stuart K. Hine Trust (Admin: USA 

All Rights by Hope Publishing). CCLI Song #14181. CCLI License #2350408. 

* The Benediction 

* Postlude                                “I Saw The Light” 
“I Saw The Light” Contributors: African-American Spiritual, Rene Boyer. ©2011 by Hal Leonard Corporation. Permission to reprint, 

podcast, and /or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for joining us in worship!  



 

 

 

PRAYER LIST  
Marie Ashley, Faye Brooks, Davidson Burgess, the family of Lora Drinkard, Jean Edwards, Bill 

Hendricks, Russ Koesterich, Kelly Lafollette, Warren Minton, Thomas Mundie, the family of Jonathan 

Paulette, Eva, Jack Robertson, Jane Ruffa, Jay Ruffa, Ruth Ann Simpson, Colin Smith, Regan Smith, 

Alison Sullivan, Nancy Tiller, Jack Titmus, Barbara Watkins, Ellie Wawner, and Ashley Wind. Inclusion 

and equality for the LGBTQ family and friends. All affected by critical weather and violence, everyone 

who struggles with drug addiction and alcoholism, all missing persons, those who serve in the Armed 

Forces, students and educators, the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel, Palestine, and Sudan during this time 

of war. 

 

 

MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS 
 SSGT Jonathan Simpson, MAJ. Matthew D. Parker, USMC 

 

PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS   

Lee Black, Jean Edwards, Betty Gregory, Edna Parrish, and Barbara Watkins.   

* Please contact the office for the phone number or address for these members of our church family.  

 

SERVICE AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

Today, August 31st:   10:00 AM   Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

     11:15 AM  Potluck Lunch 

Wednesday, September 3rd: 10:30 AM  Wednesday Morning Group 

     6:30 PM  Choir Practice 

Sunday, September 7th:   10:00 AM   Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

     11:15 AM  Sunday School 

 

 

All meetings are offered in-person and via Zoom unless stated otherwise.  

We seek to be the Disciples of Christ, welcoming all as we nurture   

and support one another through service and outreach.   

Our facility is handicap accessible.   

 

 

Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca L. Minor, Cell Phone: (757) 870-8265   

Music Director: Kelly Wright; Pianist: Beth Harvey   
Church: 804-443-2278 / Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com  

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue - Thu: 9 am – 2 pm 


