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“To all who mourn and need comfort,  

to all who are tired and need rest,  

to all who are lonely and need companionship,  
to all who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will,  

this church opens wide its doors.”  



 

 

 

Tappahannock Memorial UMC 
First Sunday After Christmas 

 

<>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <><   
Prelude                       “Christmastime” 

“Christmastime” Contributors: Janet McMahan Wilson, Tom McBryde. ©2000 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) *Admin by LifeWay 

Worship c/o Music Services, www.musicservices.org) All rights reserved. Used by permission. Permission to reprint, podcast, and /or 

stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved. 

Welcome & Announcements   
Good Morning! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I welcome you to our  
time of worship today. I welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as those  
worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we  
continue offering in person and online worship.   

We are tracking our attendance, so thank you in advance to all who will let us know that you  
have watched or read our service this morning. Please email our Administrative Assistant at  
tappmethodist@gmail.com, with your attendance information.   

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!!   

* Opening Hymn        “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” (verses 1-4)       UMH #236 

1. While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground,  

 the angel of the Lord came down, and glory shone around, and glory shone around. 

2. “Fear not!” said he, for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind.  

 “Glad tidings of great joy I bring to all of humankind, to all of humankind. 

3. “To you, in David’s town, this day is born of David's line  

 a Savior, who is Christ the Lord, and this shall be the sign, and this shall be the sign: 

4. “The heavenly babe you there shall find to human view displayed,  

 all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, and in a manger laid, and in a manger laid.” 

* Call To Worship 

Praise the God of mercy and love. 

 Praise God with angels in the highest heavens. 

Praise Christ, who came as a child. 

 Praise Christ with all God’s children, young and old alike. 

Praise the Holy Spirit, who calls us here. 

 Praise the Spirit from the depths of our souls. 
Call To Worship from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2025, pg. 301. ©2024 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission. 

* Opening Prayer 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Loving God, we come into your presence 

 with joy in this holiday season. 

But we also come with sorrow 



 

 

 

 for a world struggling in pain. 

Bring hope to our weary world. 

Bring love to our hearts. 

Bring joy to our lives. 

And help us bring hope, love, and joy, 

 as we follow your Son, Christ Jesus. Amen. 
Opening Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2025, pg. 301. ©2024 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission. 

Prayer of Yearning 

Merciful God, we yearn to be merciful and gracious, 

 as you have been merciful and gracious to us. Grant us the mercy to redeem our 

lives, and give us the strength to live as those who are redeemed. 

Help us resist the forces of evil and cruelty 

 that kill our hope and destroy our souls. 

Fill us with your light and love, 

 that we may overflow with mercy, compassion, 

  help, and hope for our world. 

In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 
Prayer of Yearning from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2025, pg. 302. ©2024 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission. 

 

The Declaration of Pardon   

Hear the good news:   

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;   

That proves God’s love toward us.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!   

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace   

The peace of Christ be with you.   

And also with you.  

Children’s Time                           Pastor Becca 

                      Christmas Hymn Sing 

* Hymn                                     “In The Bleak Midwinter” (verses 1,3 & 4)            UMH #221 

1. In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a 

stone; snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago.  

3. Angels and archangels may have gathered there, cherubim and seraphim thronged the   

air; but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 

4. What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  

 if I were a Wise Main, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

Reflection                                     Rev. Rebecca L. Minor 



 

 

 

Hymn                             “It Came Upon The Midnight Clear” (verses 1-3)       UMH #218 

1. It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,  

 from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold;  

 “Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven’s all gracious King.”  

 The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 

2. Still through the cloven skies that come with peaceful wings unfurled,  

 and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world;  

 above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on hovering wing,  

 and ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 

3. And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low,  

 who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow,  

 look now! For glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing,  

 O rest beside the weary toad, and hear the angels sing! 

Hymn            “The First Noel”             UMH #245 

1. The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  

 in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a gold winter's night that was so deep.  

 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.  

2. They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far;  

 and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night.  

 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.  

3. And by the light of that same star three Wise Men came from country far;  

 to seek for a king was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went.  

 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.  

4. The star drew nigh to the northwest, o’er Bethlehem ame it took its rest;  

 and there it did both stop and stay, right over the place where Jesus lay.  

 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.  

5. Then entered in those Wise Men three, full reverently upon the knee,  

 and offered there, in his presence, their gold and myrrh and frankincense.  

 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.  

Reflection                                     Rev. Rebecca L. Minor 

Hymn                                   “There’s A Song In The Air”            UMH #249 

1. There’s a song in the air! There’s a star in the sky!  

 There’s a mother’s deep prayer and a baby’s low cry!  

 And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing,  

 for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 

2. There’s a tumult of joy o’er the wonderful birth,  

 for the virgin’s sweet boy is the Lord of the earth.  

 Ay! The star rains its fire while the beautiful sing,  

 for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 



 

 

 

3. In the light of that star lie the ages impearled,  

 and that song from afar has swept over the world.  

 Every hearth is aflame, and the beautiful sing  

 in the homes of the nations that Jesus is King! 

4. We rejoice in the light, and we echo the song  

 that comes down through the night from the heavenly throng,  

 Ay! We shout to the lovely evangel they bring,  

 and we greet in his cradle our Savior and King! 

Hymn                              “Good Christian Friends Rejoice”            UMH #224 

1. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;  

 give ye heed to what we say: News, news! Jesus Christ is born today!  

 Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.  

 Christ is born today, Christ is born today! 

2. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;  

 now ye hear of endless bliss: News, news! Jesus Christ was born for this!  

 He hath opened heaven’s door, and ye are blest forever more.  

 Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this! 

3. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

 now ye need not fear the grave: News, news! Jesus Christ was born to save!  

 Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall.  

 Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save! 

************************************************************************* 

Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns          

We want to continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic, and for all those 
impacted by: war – especially the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel and Palestine; natural disasters; gun 
violence;  and other catastrophic events. Remember those who have been in the hospital for treatments 
and surgeries, as well as for COVID 19. Remember those who are isolated with no one to interact with.  
Please continue to pray for: your prayer partners; our homebound folks; those in nursing, rehabilitative, 
and assisted living facilities; as well as for those on the front lines. I would once again ask that we pray for 
those who have chosen to keep their illnesses between themselves and God.While we respect their 
privacy, they still need our collective prayers.   

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer               UMH #895 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   

hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come,   

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,   

as we forgive those who trespass against us.   



 

 

 

And lead us not into temptation,   

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   

forever. Amen.   

The Offering                                 

Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings current so that the ministries of our church can  continue. 
You may mail them to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, use the E-Giving link available on our 
website www.tappahannockmethodist.org, or download our mobile e-giving app  identified on the last page 
of today’s bulletin. Thank you for your continued support!  

The Offertory                         “Good King Wenceslas” 
“Good King Wenceslas” Contributors: Ellen Jane Lorenz. ©1986 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation 

(Admin. By Music Services)  Permission to reprint, podcast, and /or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 

license #A-737731. All rights reserved. 

* Doxology                                                                                                                                       UMH #95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  praise him above, ye 
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

* Closing Hymn                                     “He Is Born”                                            UMH #228 

 He is born, the holy Child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily!  

 He is born, the holy Child, sing we all of the Savior mild. 

1. Thru long ages of the past, prophets have foretold his coming;  

 thru long ages of the past, now the time has come at last!  

 He is born, the holy Child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily!  

 He is born, the holy Child, sing we all of the Savior mild. 

2. O how lovely, O how pure is this perfect child of heaven;  

 O how lovely, O how pure, gracious gift to humankind!  

 He is born, the holy Child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily!  

 He is born, the holy Child, sing we all of the Savior mild. 

3. Jesus, Lord of all the world, coming as a child among us,  

 Jesus, Lord of all the world, grant to us thy heavenly peace.  

 He is born, the holy Child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily!  

 He is born, the holy Child, sing we all of the Savior mild. 

* The Benediction 

* Postlude                          “Go, Tell It On The Mountain” 
“Go, Tell It On The Mountain” Contributors: Joel Raney. ©2013 Hope Publishing Company. Permission to reprint, podcast, and /or stream 

the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved. 

Thank you for joining us in worship!  



 

 

 

PRAYER LIST  
Faye Brooks, Jean Edwards, Bruce George, Bill Hendricks, Kelly Lafollette, Timothy McKinley, Warren 

Minton, Thomas Mundie, Whitney Orlando, Nate Parker, Russ Riles, Jack Robertson, Jane Ruffa, Jay 

Ruffa, Susie Shiriak, Colin Smith, Regan Smith, Alison Sullivan, Beverly Taylor, Thomas Tignor, Nancy 

Tiller, Jack Titmus, Marianne Towler, Biddy Acree Walker, Barbara Watkins, Ellie Wawner, Ashley 

Wind, and the family of Devin Woodland. Inclusion and equality for the LGBTQ family and friends. All 

affected by critical weather and violence, everyone who struggles with drug addiction and alcoholism, all 

missing persons, those who serve in the Armed Forces, students and educators, the people of Ukraine, 

Russia, Israel, Palestine, and Sudan during this time of war. 

 

 

 

MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS 
LTC Matt Redmond 

 

PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS   

Lee Black, Jean Edwards, Betty Gregory, Edna Parrish, and Barbara Watkins.   

* Please contact the office for the phone number or address for these members of our church family.  

 

SERVICE AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

Today, December 28th:         10:00 AM  First Sunday After Christmas 

                                             11:15 AM Sunday School 

Friday, January 2nd:                 9:00 AM Cookie Baking 

Sunday, January 4th:                10:00 AM  Epiphany Sunday 

                                             11:15 AM Sunday School 

 

All meetings are offered in-person and via Zoom unless stated otherwise.  

We seek to be the Disciples of Christ, welcoming all as we nurture   

and support one another through service and outreach.   

Our facility is handicap accessible.   

 

 

Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca L. Minor, Cell Phone: (757) 870-8265   

Music Director: Kelly Wright; Pianist: Beth Harvey   
Church: 804-443-2278 / Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com  

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue - Thu: 9 am – 2 pm 


