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“To all who mourn and need comfort, 

to all who are tired and need rest, 

to all who are lonely and need companionship, 

to all who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will, 

this church opens wide its doors.”



  

Tappahannock Memorial UMC 

9th Sunday after Pentecost 
 “Worth the Wait” 

July 30, 2023 

Genesis 29:15-28; Romans 8:26-39; Psalm 105:1-11 (UMH 828); Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

<>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <><  

 Prelude    “Shall We Gather at the River” 

 

 Welcome & Announcements 

Good Morning! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I welcome you to our 

time of worship today. I welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as those 

worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we 

continue offering in person and online worship. 

We are tracking our attendance, so thank you in advance to all who will let us know that you have 

watched or read our service this morning. Please email our Administrative Assistant at 

tappmethodist@gmail.com, with your attendance information.  

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!! 

 

* Opening Hymn   “I’m Goin’ a Sing When the Spirit Says Sing”                   UMH #333 

 

1. I’m goin’ a sing* when the Spirit says sing, 
I’m goin’ a sing when the Spirt says sing, I’m 
goin’ a sing when the Spirit says sing, and 
obey the Spirit of the Lord. 

2. pray 

3. moan 4. shout 
 

* Call to Worship: 

Sing God’s praise. 

Give thanks to the Lord above. 

Seek the Lord and trust God’s strength. 

Proclaim God’s wonderful works. 

Live in the Spirit of love and grace. 

Give thanks for Christ’s marvelous love. 
Call to Worship from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2023, pp. 139. © 2022 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  
 

* Opening Prayer 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Spirit of God, you intercede for us with sighs too deep for words. When all seems lost, you heal 

our hearts and give us strength to carry on. Set our hearts and minds on you, Great Spirit, that we 



  

may know your abiding presence and your never-failing love. Amen. 

Opening Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2023, pg. 139. Copyright © 2022 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission. 

Prayer of Yearning 

Loving God, as we seek you, search our hearts and ease our troubled spirits. Where we are 

frightened and unsure of your love, restore us with the assurance of your grace. Even when 

we give up too easily, we long for the courage to reach for new beginnings. We yearn to know 

deep in our bones that nothing in heaven or on earth can separate us from your great love. 

Amen. 
Prayer of Yearning from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2023, pp. 139-140. Copyright © 2022 by Abingdon Press. Used by 

permission. 

 

The Declaration of Pardon 

  Hear the good news: 

  Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;  

   That proves God’s love toward us.    

  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

       In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

     Glory to God.  Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you! 

   Children’s Time 

 

Scriptures     Genesis 29:15-28                   pg. 26 
Then Laban said to Jacob, ‘Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell 

me, what shall your wages be?’ Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the 

name of the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob 

loved Rachel; so he said, ‘I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.’ Laban said, ‘It 

is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.’ So Jacob served 

seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her. 

Then Jacob said to Laban, ‘Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.’ So Laban 

gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. But in the evening he took his daughter 

Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah 

to be her maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, ‘What is this you have done 

to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?’ Laban said, ‘This is not 

done in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will 

give you the other also in return for serving me for another seven years.’ Jacob did so, and completed her 

week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.  

  

  



  

 Romans 8:26-39                          pg. 158-159 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 

Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind 

of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 

purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; 

and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold 

his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will 

bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who 

died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will 

separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

peril, or sword? As it is written, 

‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that 

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Genesis 29:15-28; Romans 8:26-39 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 

The Word of God for the people of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem     “Your Grace is Enough”             Rockfish Band 

“Your Grace Is Enough” Contributor(s): Matt Maher. Words and Music:  © 2003 Thankyou Music (Admin. By Capitol CMG 

Publishing). CCLI Song # 4477026 CCLI License # 2350408. 

 

* Psalter Psalm 105:1-11          UMH 828 
 
1 O give thanks to the LORD, call on God’s name, 

    make known God’s deeds among the peoples! 
2 Sing to the Lord, sing praises! 

    Tell of all God’s wonderful works! 
3 Glory in God’s holy name; 

    let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 
4 Seek the LORD and his strength; 

    seek the Lord’s presence continually! 
5 Remember the wonderful works God has done, 

    the miracles and judgements God has uttered, 
6 O offspring of Abraham, God’s servant, 

    children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones. 
7 The LORD is our God, 

    whose judgements are in all the earth. 
8 The Lord is mindful of his everlasting covenant, 

    of the word commanded for a thousand generations, 
9 the covenant made with Abraham, 



  

    his promise sworn to Isaac, 
10 and confirmed to Jacob as a statute, 

    to Israel as an everlasting covenant, saying, 
11 ‘To you I will give the land of Canaan 

    as your portion for an inheritance.’ 

 

* The Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

* Gospel  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52             pg. 14-15 

He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone 

took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the 

greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 

branches.’ 

He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed 

in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’ 

‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in 

his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of 

great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every 

kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out 

the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 

righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. 

‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Therefore every 

scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who 

brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’  
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 Prayer before the Sermon  

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in thy sight, O God our 

rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

 The Sermon                              “Worth the Wait”                          Rev. Rebecca L. Minor 

 

* Hymn of Response                   “You Are My All in All”                                                        W&S # 3040 

1. You are my strength when I am weak. You 
are the treasure that I seek. You are my all in 
all. Seeking you as a precious jewel, Lord, to 
give up I’d be a fool. You are my all in all. R 

2. Taking my sin, my cross, my shame, rising 
again I bless your name, you are my all in 
all. When I fall down you pick me up. When 



  

I am dry you fill my cup. You are my all in 
all. R 

 REFRAIN 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is your name. 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is your name. 

“You Are My All in All” Contributor(s): Dennis Jernigan. © 1991 Shepherd’s Heart Music, Inc. (Admin. By Praise Charts 

Publishing, Inc.). CCLI Song # 825356 CCLI License # 2350408. 

 

*Affirmation of Faith      World Methodist Social Affirmation                               UMH # 886 

We believe in God, creator of the world and of all people; 

  and in Jesus Christ, incarnate among us, 

  who died and rose again; 

  and in the Holy Spirit, 

  present with us to guide, strengthen, and comfort. 

 We believe; 

 God, help our unbelief. 

We rejoice in every sign of God's Kingdom; 

      in the upholding of human dignity and community; 

      in every expression of love, justice and reconciliation; 

      in each act of self-giving on behalf of others; 

      in the abundance of God's gifts 

  entrusted to us that all may have enough; 

 in all responsible use of the earth's resources. 

 Glory be to God on high; 

 and on earth, peace . 

We confess our sin, individual and collective, 

  by silence or action: 

  through the violation of human dignity 

   based on race, class, age, sex, nation, or faith; 

   through the exploitation of people 

    because of greed and indifference 

   through the misuse of power 

    in personal, communal, national, and international life; 

   through the search for security 

    by those military and economic forces 

    that threaten human existence; 

   through the abuse of technology 

    which endangers the earth and all life upon it. 

 Lord, have mercy; 

 Christ, have mercy; 

 Lord, have mercy . 

We commit ourselves individually and as a community 

       to the way of Christ: 

   to take up the cross; 



  

   to seek abundant life for all humanity; 

   to struggle for peace with justice and freedom; 

   to risk ourselves in faith, hope, and love, 

   praying that God's kingdom may come. 

Thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. 

Amen. 
World Methodist Social Affirmation, United Methodist Hymnal, no. 886. Copyright © 1986 World Methodist Council, Lake 

Junaluska, North Carolina. Used by permission. 

 

Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns 

We want to continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic, and for all those 

impacted by: war – especially the people of Ukraine and Russia; natural disasters; gun violence; 

and other catastrophic events.  Remember those who have been in the hospital for treatments and 

surgeries, as well as for COVID 19. Remember those who are isolated with no one to interact with. 

Please continue to pray for: your prayer partners; our homebound folks; those in nursing, 

rehabilitative, and assisted living facilities; as well as for those on the front lines. Please let us know 

of other prayer concerns and needs.   

 

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

 

The Offering 

Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings current so that the ministries of our church can 

continue. You may mail them to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, use the E-Giving link 

available on our website www.tappahannockmethodist.org, or download our mobile e-giving app 

identified on the last page of today’s bulletin. Thank you for your continued support! 

 

 The Offertory    “I Exalt Thee” 

“I Exalt Thee” Contributor(s):Pete Sanchez, Jr.. Music:  © 1977 Sanchez, Pete Jr. (Admin. By Gabriel Music, Inc). CCLI Song 

# 17803 CCLI License # 2350408 . 
 

* Doxology                                                                                                                                      UMH # 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 

about:blank


  

praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

* Closing Hymn “Bring Forth the Kingdom”                                    TFWS # 2190 

1. You are salt for the earth, O people: Salt for 
the Kingdom of God! Share the flavor of life, 
O people: Life in the Kingdom of God! R 

2. You are a light on the hill, O people: Light 

for the City of God! Shine so holy and 

bright, O people: Shine for the Kingdom of 

God! R 

3. You are a seed of the Word, O people: Bring 
forth the Kingdom of God! Seeds of mercy 
and seeds of justice, grow in the Kingdom of 
God! R 

4. We are a blest and a pilgrim people: Bound 

for the Kingdom of God! Love our journey 

and love our homeland: Love is the 

Kingdom of God! R 

Refrain 
Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy, bring forth 
the Kingdom of peace; bring forth the Kingdom 
of justice, bring forth the City of God! 

 

“Bring Forth The Kingdom.” Contributor: Marty Haugen. Tune and Text: © 1986, GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

ASCAP. Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-

737731. All rights reserved. 

* Benediction 

* Postlude  “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” 

 

 
 

 

Thank you for joining us in worship! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

PRAYER LIST 

Bill Black, Eddie Bliss, Roxanne Griffith, Susie Hardwick, Maurice Hawa, Madeline Hawkins, Bill 

Hendricks, The Family of Josh Hodges, Cindy Huber, Carolyn Lewis, Bill Loser, Ray Massie, Dakota 

Minor, Yvonne Minor, Josiah Parker, Nate Parker, Mary Lou Simpson, and Betty Whitten. Inclusion & 

equality for the LGBTQ family & friends. All affected by critical weather and violence, everyone who 

struggles with drug addiction and alcoholism, those in peril, all missing persons, those who serve in the 

Armed Forces, students and educators, the people of Ukraine, Russia, and Europe during this time of 

war, everyone around the world as we fight the spread of COVID-19, and the UMC during the separation 

and as the church moves forward.  

 

MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS: SSGT Jonathan Simpson. Ethan Minor at Navy bootcamp. 

 

PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS 

Lee Black, Barbara Brooks, Jim Climaldi, Jean Edwards, Cecile Farmer, 

Don and Carol Nicholas, Edna Parrish, Eleanor Rehm, and Jean Rhines. 

* Please contact the office for the phone number or address for these members of our church family  

 

SERVICE AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Today:     10:00 AM   9th Sunday After Pentecost Worship  

Service  

Wednesday:     10:30 AM   Wednesday Morning Group  

Thursday:    8:30 AM - 4:00 PM   VCU On-Site Mobile Health & Wellness  

Sunday, August 6th:   10:00 AM 10th Sunday after Pentecost Worship Service                                                            

 

 

All meetings are offered in-person and via Zoom unless stated otherwise. 

We seek to be the Disciples of Christ, welcoming all as we nurture  

and support one another through service and outreach. 

Our facility is handicap accessible. 

Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca L. Minor, Cell Phone: (757) 870-8265   

Music Director: Kelly Wright; Pianist: Beth Harvey  

Church: 804-443-2278 / Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com   

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue - Thu: 9 am – 2 pm 

 


