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“To all who mourn and need comfort, 

to all who are tired and need rest, 

to all who are lonely and need companionship, 

to all who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will, 

this church opens wide its doors.”



  

Tappahannock Memorial UMC 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 
“Angels: God’s Unsung Heroes” 

August 27, 2023 

Exodus 3:1-5; Acts 12:1-11; Luke 2:8-14; Luke 4:9-12; Acts 1:9-11  

<>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <><  

 Prelude    “Open The Eyes of my Heart” 

“Open The Eyes of My Heart Lord” Contributors: Paul Baloche. © 1997 Integrity’s Hosanna! All Rights Reserved. ASCAP. 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. 

All rights reserved. 

 Welcome & Announcements 

Good Morning! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I welcome you to our 

time of worship today. I welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as those 

worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we 

continue offering in person and online worship. 

We are tracking our attendance, so thank you in advance to all who will let us know that you have 

watched or read our service this morning. Please email our Administrative Assistant at 

tappmethodist@gmail.com, with your attendance information.  

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!! 

 

* Opening Hymn   “Sanctuary” (2x)                         TFWS # 2164 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true. With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 

sanctuary for you. 

“Sanctuary” Contributor(s):John W. Thompson, Rand Scruggs.. Music and Text:  © 1982 Full Armor Publishing Company 

(Admin. By Peermusic III, Ltd.) CCLI Song # 24140 CCLI License # 2350408. 
 

* Call to Worship: 

You who live in the shelter of the Highest, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, will say to the 

Lord, 

 “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.” 

For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler, and under his wings, you will find refuge; for 

he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. 

God answers us when we call and is with us in our troubles to rescue us and show us his 

salvation. 
 Adapted from Psalm 91 by Darren Pollock, used by permission, Pastor’s Workshop 

 

* Opening Prayer 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Our Father in heaven, you are the only true God.  Thank you for all the grace and wonderful deeds 

you continue to give us. We ask for your blessing and guidance in celebrating this worship in your 



  

name. Make us one with your army of angels through this worship service. And we ask that you 

would be in our midst today and forevermore.  May you restore, strengthen, and bless this fellowship 

and help us to use all the blessings you give us to glorify your precious name. We ask all these in 

Jesus’ name, Amen! 

Source: Faith Giant faith-filled content, author: Alex Shute, used by permission 

 

Prayer of Confession 

There are far too many times, O Lord, when we have neglected or ignored the needs of others 

because it just wasn’t convenient for us to help. We backed away with excuses on our lips and 

indifference in our hearts. Forgive us and set us on the right path of service and compassion 

in the name of Jesus who modeled faithful living for us. Remind us that we are residents of a 

global community. Help us to hear the plight of those who have been voiceless. With the gifts 

that we have and the love of Christ, direct our lives in compassionate service to others. In 

Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 
Worship Connection by Nancy C. Townley, August 27, 2023 Ministry Matters, used by permission 

 

Words of Assurance 

Through the abundance of God’s mercy and forgiving love, you are empowered to be disciples, to 

reach out to others, to offer the words and deeds of hope in a struggling world. God’s blessings are 

poured over you for this service. Amen. 
  Worship Connection by Nancy C. Townley, August 27, 2023 Ministry Matters, used by permission 

 

Passing of the Peace 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you! 

   Children’s Time 

 

Scriptures     Exodus 3:1-5            pg. 50         
1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the 

flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  2 There the angel 

of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush 

was on fire it did not burn up.  3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why 

the bush does not burn up.”  4When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to 

him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.”  5 “Do not come any 

closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 

 

 Acts 12:1-11                       pg. 131 

It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to 

persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. 3 When he saw 

that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened 

during the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 4 After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him 

over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for 

public trial after the Passover.  5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying 

to God for him. 6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between 

two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly an 

angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him 

up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists.  8 Then the angel said to him, 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


  

“Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak around you and follow 

me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the 

angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first 

and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and 

they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him.  
11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord has sent his 

angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish people were hoping 

would happen.” 
Exodus 3:1-5; Acts 12:1-11 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

    

 

The Word of God for the people of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

 

* The Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

* Gospel  Luke 2:8-14                           pg.  58 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see---I am bringing you 

good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior who 

is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 

those he favors!” 

     Luke 4:9-12                                                            pg. 61 

Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, 

“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, He will command his 

angels concerning you, to protect you, and On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will 

not dash your foot against a stone.”  Jesus answered him “It is said, Do not put the Lord your 

God to the test,” 

     Acts 1:9-11                                                               pg. 118 

When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up and a cloud took him out of their 

sight.  While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white 

robes stood by them.  They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven?  

This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 

him go into heaven.”  
Luke 2:8-14; Luke 4:9-12; Acts 1:9-11 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1990 by Graded Press in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

May the Lord add his blessing to this, the reading of his Holy word. 

 

 Prayer before the Sermon  



  

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in thy sight, O God our 

rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

 The Sermon                        “Angels: God’s Unsung Heroes”                          Jim Glass-Lay Servant 

 

* Hymn of Response                   “Grace Alone”                                                                    TFWS #2162 

1. Every promise we can make, every prayer 
and step of faith, every difference we will 
make is only by his grace. Every mountain 
we will climb, every ray of hope we shine, 
every blessing left behind is only by his 
grace. R 

2. Every soul we long to reach, every heart we 
hope to teach, everywhere we share his 
peace is only by his grace. Every loving word 
we say, every tear we wipe away, every 
sorrow turned to praise is only by his grace. 
R 

REFRAIN 
Grace alone which God supplies, strength 
unknown he will provide. Christ in us our 
Cornerstone; we will go forth in grace 
alone. 

 

“Grace Alone” Contributor(s):Jeff Nelson, Scott Wesley Brown. Music:  © 1198 Universal Music- Brentwood Benson 

Publishing (Admin. By Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) CCLI Song # 2335524 CCLI License # 2350408. 
 

 Affirmation of Faith     Apostles’ Creed                                                                  UMH # 881 

  

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth; 

 And in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord: 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, dead, and buried, 

 the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns 

We want to continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic, and for all those 

impacted by: war – especially the people of Ukraine and Russia; natural disasters; gun violence; 

and other catastrophic events.  Remember those who have been in the hospital for treatments and 

surgeries, as well as for COVID 19. Remember those who are isolated with no one to interact with. 

Please continue to pray for: your prayer partners; our homebound folks; those in nursing, 



  

rehabilitative, and assisted living facilities; as well as for those on the front lines. Please let us know 

of other prayer concerns and needs.   

 

Silent Prayer 

A Servant’s Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

 

The Offering 

Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings current so that the ministries of our church can 

continue. You may mail them to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, use the E-Giving link 

available on our website www.tappahannockmethodist.org, or download our mobile e-giving app 

identified on the last page of today’s bulletin. Thank you for your continued support! 

 

 The Offertory    “You Are My All in All” 

“You Are My All in All” Contributors: Jerry Ray. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP. Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream 

the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved. 

 

* Doxology                                                                                                                                      UMH # 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

* Closing Hymn “I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me”                              TFWS # 2151 

1. I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me, I’m so glad, Jesus 
lifted me, I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me, singing 
glory, hallelujah, Jesus lifted me. 

2. Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, Satan 

had me bound, Jesus lifted me, Satan had me 

bound, Jesus lifted me, singing glory, 

hallelujah, Jesus lifted me. 

3. When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, When 
I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, When I was 
in trouble, Jesus lifted me, singing glory, 
hallelujah, Jesus lifted me. 

 

 

about:blank


  

* Benediction 

The world awaits the love and gifts you have to offer. Go forth in joy and peace to be God’s witnesses this day and 

all your days. Amen. 

Worship Connection by Nancy C. Townley, August 27, 2023 Ministry Matters, used by permission 

 

* Postlude  “Love Lifted Me” 

“Love Lifted Me” Contributors: Stanley Pethel. © 2013 Lorenz Corporation (Admin. By Music Services.) All Rights Reserved. 

ASCAP. Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-

737731. All rights reserved. 

 

 
 

 

Thank you for joining us in worship! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

PRAYER LIST 

Bill Black, Eddie Bliss, Royce Burrus, Roxanne Griffith, Bertie Harding, Susie Hardwick, Maurice 

Hawa, Madeline Hawkins, Bill Hendricks, Lauma Hill, The Family of Josh Hodges, Cindy Huber, 

Carolyn Lewis, Bill Loser, Ray Massie, Dakota Minor, Yvonne Minor, Josiah Parker, Nate Parker, Mary 

Lou Simpson, and Betty Whitten. Inclusion & equality for the LGBTQ family & friends. All affected by 

critical weather and violence, everyone who struggles with drug addiction and alcoholism, those in peril, 

all missing persons, those who serve in the Armed Forces, students and educators, the people of Ukraine, 

Russia, and Europe during this time of war, everyone around the world as we fight the spread of COVID-

19, and the UMC during the separation and as the church moves forward.  

 

MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS: SSGT Jonathan Simpson. Ethan Minor at Navy bootcamp. 

 

PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS 

Lee Black, Barbara Brooks, Jim Climaldi, Jean Edwards, Cecile Farmer, 

Don and Carol Nicholas, Edna Parrish, Eleanor Rehm, and Jean Rhines. 

* Please contact the office for the phone number or address for these members of our church family  

 

SERVICE AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Today:     10:00 AM   13th Sunday After Pentecost Worship  

Service  

Wednesday:     10:30 AM   Wednesday Morning Group  

Thursday:    8:30 AM - 4:00 PM   VCU On-Site Mobile Health & Wellness  

Sunday, September 3rd:   10:00 AM 14th Sunday after Pentecost Worship Service                                                            

 

 

All meetings are offered in-person and via Zoom unless stated otherwise. 

We seek to be the Disciples of Christ, welcoming all as we nurture  

and support one another through service and outreach. 

Our facility is handicap accessible. 

Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca L. Minor, Cell Phone: (757) 870-8265   

Music Director: Kelly Wright; Pianist: Beth Harvey  

Church: 804-443-2278 / Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com   

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue - Thu: 9 am – 2 pm 


